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OR, Fo ro 
Commerce Retriched, 
BEING | 
Const DERATIoNs on the State of the Britifh Trade, Gra 





From Thurfoay, May 20: to Saturday, May, 22. 1714s 





The Affurance of our Oppofers in giving falfe Accounts. 


They depended upon not being found out. 
No poffibility of their Accounts being true.. 


The Cheat of Entring Goods to the Streights /till carry'd on- 


An Account of two Days only under that Head. 


Three Ships now taking in Goods for France under the fame Title. 
The Exportations to jerfey and Guernfey are the fame. 


Likewife to Southampton and Dover. 
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HE Mercator has a little exclaim’d, 
and reafon good, againft the fraudu- 
| lent Schemes of Trade publifh’d by 
: the Oppofers of the Treaty of Com- 
merce, and indeed it feems a ftrange thing, 
that fuch Affurance fhould poflefs any fet of 
Men in the World; But we are to confider a 
thing, which tho’ it be true in its own Nature, 
and confirm’d by Experience, yet is in it felf 
very ftrange, viz. that Nations are eafier to 
be impofed upon, than particular or private 
People. 

This thefe People muft depend upon, or they 
could never attempt by open, hardned and moft 
notorious Falfities to impofe upon, the whole 
Nation in a thing which they could not but 
know muft be deteéteds and they be expofed, 
even upon the firft Enquiry. 

Here they give usan Account how much to 
our Lofs the Trade 1s from England to France, 
and to make it good they give the Cuftom- 
houfe Accounts, or an Abftraé& of the Expor- 
tation of Englifh Goods to France for one 
Year, and alfoof the Importation from’France 
to usin the fame time; and fetting thefe againft 
one another, they draw out the Difference, 
and this they call the Ballance of the Trade. 

As they draw it, fetting their own Prices 
upon both fides; one as high as they thought 
fit, and the other as low as they could poflibly. 
Théy mighg have made the Ballance which way 
they had thought fic: But when we come to 
enquire into thefe. Things, we find them all 


Counterfeit, for they have a full Account of 


the Importations, and-:many times not one 
third or fourth part; nay in fome Cafes not a 
fifth part of the Exportations. 
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What fair ful] Account can they give from 
Schemes which are thus juftly and unfairly 
drawn, which have no Feet to tread on, ‘no 
Truth to fapport them, and which we may de 
pend upon for nothing? Js it likely that can 
give us a fair Account, which is never capa- 
ble of making out its Own Vouchers, or of pro- 
ving that what is there is confitmed : by a fufii- 
cient Authority ? Pon 

Some of the Manufactures which we fend #- 
broad are convenient for one part of the 
World, fome for:another ; that part of Fran: e 
which we know ufes’ feweft of thofe Good:, 
have had large Quantities of them, when that 
part again, which by.the Climate, may be fep! 
pofed to ufe mere than the other, has none of 
that force of Goods fent to it, what-is the Rea- 
fon? The thing has no Reafon init felf, but 
the true Reafon of our -having it fo, is in the 
Fraud of thefe People, who give what Accounts 
they pleafe of Things. biked 
' We have feen Goods Enter’d. in {mall Quan 
tities to Ports where no sliips have appear'd to 
BO, as the 40 C. of Block-tin for Marfeilles, 
meation’d Numb. 153. We all know, no Shi 
will go into the Bottom of the Gulph of Lyans 
todeliver 40C. of Tin. We find three Ships 
bound up the Streights at that time, and we 
are affur’d that a very great Quantity of Wool- 
len-Manufaures are fhipped on board them, 
and that all thefe Ships touch at Marfeilles and 
deliver Goods there. The following Account 
of Goods Enter’d for the Streights on board 
thefe three'ships was made in two Days, only 
great part of which we are affur’d are fhipped 

or France, and will be landed at Marfeilles. 
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835 Perpetuanas. 
1040 Stuffs and Druggets 
30 Short:Cloths 


46 Dozen Hats 

20 lb. Silk Hofe 

35 Fodder Lead 
10 C. Pewter 


This is but a trifle to the Quantity of Goods 
which are fhipp’d off in this manner, and all 
by a fham Method of concealing the Places 
they go for. But in reality, the greateft part 
of thefe Goods are fent fot France. 

We hope our Oppofers will have more Mo- 
defty than to talk of the City of Marfeilles be- 
ing a free Port any more; that fhuffle has 
been fo laid open already, they muft be afha- 
med certainly to talk any more about it; but 
we confefs they have face enough to do any 
thing. Howcver, Jet them make their moft 
of it; ’tis fufficient to us, that the Goods are 
landed frcm England at Marfeilles ; let them 
get rid of them there as they can. 

We have another Cheat of the like Nature 
of this, which covers thefe wild Peoples prac- 
tifes after 4 new manner; for no hhift is 
wanting to keep it from the Byes. of the Peo- 
ple, ard to make them believe we fend no 
Goods to France. 

. This.is the Entring Goods for Jerfey and 


Gaernfey, for Southampton and for Dover : 


Iris fo well known whether thefe Goods go, 
that one would think no one fhould make any 
doubt of it. 

Jerfey and Guernfey are juft upon the Coaft 
of France: The Clandeftine Trade between 
the Coaft and thofe Iflands is too well known 
to need any Defcription. We find a Quantity 
of Goods of feveral kinds fhipp’d to thofe I- 
flands greater than the Confumption of thofe 
Places can pretend to-demand; for Example, 
There has been fhipp’d to Jerfey and Guerniley 
within thefe few Moaths, 


4278 pieces “allicoes - 
639 pieces Ealt-India Silks 
350279, lb. Virginia Tobacco 


befides other Goods of.Value, and fuch as 
cannot be fuppofed to be made ufe of there. 
That thefe. are fent from thence to France, 
there can be no room to queftioa ; and if our 


Oppofers fhould queftion it, a fair proof of 


it might eafily be obtained. 

What pains do our Dealers take to conceal 
that our Trade to France is greater than the 
World takesit to be? Andif thefe Men had 
been cautious in the leaft of the Credit of their 
Caafe, they would have taken Notice of thefe 
things, and have acknowledg’d a probability 
of an Exportation this way to France; but 


\ they. are not fair enough im their Difputing, 
~ to own or acknowledge any thiog, no not when 


it is fully proved upon them, much lefs will 
they be fofair as to own a thing beforehand, 
tho’ they might know it will fall upon them 
at laft. 

In like manner we have feveral large En- 
tries in the Cuftom houfe of London, of Goods 
fhipp’d for Dover for Southampton: Every 
one knows, that Southampton and Dover 
are Towns on the Coaft of England ; that 
the fending Goods thither as Exported, is in 
order to be fhipped on board fome Veffet 
there by Endoriement.. This we know, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, can be no where but to 
France, nor is it rational to fuppofe it to 
be any where elfe; and yet no Notice is 
taken of thefe Entries in the Jeaft. So that 
all this is funk in their Account of the Trade. 

To thefe’ two Ports of Southampton and 
Dover, we find, at fundry times, above Two 
thoufand feven hundred pieces of Callicoes, . 
Muflins, Silks, and other Eaft-India Goods, 
which we are well fatisfied go all for France. 

Now let the Cuftom-houfe Officers be ask’d, 
or the Cuftom-houfe Books be fearch'd; thefe 
Goods will be no where foundin the Accounts of 
our Exportations to France. Sothatin thefe 
particulars, it is evident the Cuftom-houfe 
Books are deficient from whence the mighty 
Schemes are drawn. 

It is true, thefe Articles are not great, and 
they may boaft that they will not much alter 
the Ballance of the Trade at the years End, 
tho’ the Mercator believes it would alter it 
20 or 25 thonfand Pounds in the Year. But 
{till every {mall matter evidences the Cheat, 
and makes good the Charge upon thefe Men 
of having Impofed fraudulent imperfect Ac- 
counts upon the World inftead of true Ac- 
counts, thereby to make their pretended Bal- 
lance of the Trade to France appear againft 
us; for in the Yearsof Trade which they give 
Account of, fuch Entries might be made to 
the Streights, to Jerfey, Guernfey, &c. as are 
now; None of all which are in their Ac- 
counts. 
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